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volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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BALANCED BUDGET DOWN
PAYMENT ACT, II

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 7, 1996

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3019) making ap-
propriations for fiscal year 1996 to make a
further downpayment toward a balanced
budget, and for other purposes:

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chairman,
the bill we are voting on today represents a
sensible, humane path to a balanced budget.
This bill preserves vital Federal programs, but
also cuts unnecessary Federal spending.

The purpose of balancing the budget is not
to make accountants sleep easier at night.
Holding the line on spending is about getting
our priorities straightened out. And it also
keeps our commitment to create jobs and in-
crease opportunities. The whole point of cut-
ting the budget deficit is about creating eco-
nomic opportunity and a better future. It’s
about lowering interest rates, spurring invest-
ment, and securing and creating more, better
paying jobs.

This bill protects the Federal role and
pledge to those who truly need help, and
makes sure that their needs will not be ig-
nored. It keeps our commitment to our veter-
ans, $400 million in additional funds for health
care; to children in Heathy Start, $93 million;
and education programs for the disadvan-
taged, $7.2 billion; it boosts funding to $738
million for the Ryan White CARE Act to help
people suffering from AIDS; and includes
$1.34 billion for job and vocational training
programs. It also keeps our commitment to
seniors, especially older workers in Older
Americans Act jobs programs, $373 million.

Equally important, this bill pares back
spending by $23 billion. It eliminates some
200 separate programs, many of them waste-
ful or duplicative. In the era of a $5 trillion dol-
lar debt, we simply cannot afford to spend
$18.4 million on the Office of Technology As-
sessment, $12.5 million for cattle tick eradi-
cation programs, and $850,000 for historical
society calendars for Members of Congress.

This bill has shown that even in the ab-
sence of a comprehensive agreement over
how best to reform Medicare and Medicaid,
we can still make progress on the budget.

What is not highlighted in the media is that
fact that below the surface of these highly visi-
ble budget battles, Congress has been able to
cut these duplicative and unnecessary Gov-
ernment programs and regulations through the
annual appropriations process. Our progress
since 1994 has been to cut $43 billion from
the deficit.

The Congressional Budget Office’s latest fis-
cal year 1996 deficit estimates are lower than
expected—down to $144 billion, from a level
almost $200 billion in 1994. And that decline
is in large measure the result of Republican
votes to put our Government on a diet.

Through careful and judicious cuts, we have
changed the entire debate in Washington.

When President Clinton submitted his 1993
budget, taxes were raised retroactively. The
question now is not if we should balance the
budget, but how and when.

Of course, the devil is the details. Raising
taxes may be a favorite of the President’s, but
I am committed to holding the line on spend-
ing and taxes, setting firm priorities in spend-
ing, and keeping the commitments we made
to our constituents.

I think it is worth noting here that H.R. 3019
leaves H.R. 2099—the VA/HUD appropriations
bill which Mr. Clinton vetoed on December 8,
1995—virtually unchanged.

Keep in mind that this is the same congres-
sional budget which the VA Secretary called
‘‘mean spirited’’. Now we find that this so-
called mean spirited budget—which includes a
nearly $400,000,000 increase in VA health
spending over fiscal year 1995 levels—was
really perfectly acceptable to the President all
along. After 7 months of leaving the VA with-
out an appropriation, we find that the Presi-
dent had no major problem with what Con-
gress originally passed.

I think, however, that in the end, all sides of
the budget debate can hopefully draw some
useful lessons from the bill. Here we have a
bill that lowers the deficit and puts us ahead
of schedule on discretionary spending. And it
was done without the Government shutting
down, but by rolling up our sleeves and mak-
ing the tough choices.
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THE WISDOM OF ABE MARTIN

HON. ANDREW JACOBS, JR.
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. JACOBS. Mr. Speaker, Abe Martin, the
mythical philospher created by the early 20th
century Indianapolis News writer, Kin Hub-
bard, said this:

When Lem Moon was acquitted of the mur-
der of his wife, he was asked by Judge Pusey
if he had anything to say. And he said, ‘‘I
never would have shot her if I’d realized they
wuz going to put me through so much red
tape.’’

Abe’s wisdom endures.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. HARRY A.
FOSTER

HON. DAVE CAMP
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, it is with sadness
that I rise today to honor and pay tribute to a
man who devoted much of his life helping and
improving the lives of others through his devo-
tion to Michigan’s agricultural heritage. Harry
A. Foster passed away recently in his home in
Okemos, MI on March 11, 1996.

Harry was born and raised on his family’s
farm in southwestern Michigan where he ex-
celled in 4–H and Future Farmers of America
[FFA] projects. At a young age, he earned his
American Farmer Degree while active in the
FFA and served as State President of the
Michigan Farm Bureau of Young People. He
was also an alumnus of Michigan State Uni-

versity’s Agricultural Technology Program and
earned a B.S. degree in Agricultural Econom-
ics.

After graduation, Harry served as a 4–H ex-
tension agent in Livingston County. In 1961,
he became the initial employee of the Michi-
gan Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Asso-
ciation [MACMA] where he provided 27 years
of outstanding service. After serving MACMA,
he became Executive Director of the Michigan
Asparagus and Michigan Plum Advisory
Boards where his contributions were numer-
ous. Mr. Foster’s long and distinguished pro-
fessional career is a testament to his dedica-
tion and to his genuine concern for agriculture
and farmers in Michigan and around the coun-
try.

Harry’s community involvement extended
beyond his professional career. He was an ac-
tive member of the Okemos Community
Church and served as president of the
Okemos Board of Education. Due to his out-
standing advocacy and his enduring compas-
sion, he courageously envisioned and founded
the Dyslexia Resource Center.

Harry took great pride in the relationships
he developed in the Nation’s Capitol on behalf
of the producers and their marketing interests
he represented so fervently. Many of the ac-
tions of this genuine farmer’s friend have ben-
efitted producers and their attendant industries
across the United States.

Mr. Speaker, I know you will join me in cele-
brating the many accomplishments and
achievements of Harry Foster and in honoring
his memory.
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. JANIE A.
GREENE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, celebrating 101
years of a thriving lifetime is a monumental
achievement. I am pleased to recognize Mrs.
Janie A. Greene, a resident of Brooklyn since
1933. Mrs. Greene was born on April 29,
1895, and she has experienced a bountiful
life.

Janie was born in Georgetown, SC, to her
proud parents Prince and Clara Browne. In
1915 she married Walley Greene. They re-
mained married until he died in 1931. Four
children were born out of that marriage, Thel-
ma Greene McQueen, Clifton Greene, Oreda
Greene Dabney, and Myrtle Greene Whitmore,
whom she presently resides with. A devoted
family member, Mrs. Greene has 11 grand-
children, and a host of great-grandchildren,
and great-great-grandchildren.

The church is a central part of Mrs.
Greene’s life. She has been a member of
People’s Institutional A.M.E. for over 55 years.
Mrs. Greene is presently a charter member of
the South Carolina Club and also a member of
the Virginia Smith Missionary Society. Among
her varied interests are: gardening, reading,
shopping, and preparing daily brunch for her-
self and her family.

It is indeed rare for a person to live to be
101 years old, but it is even rarer to experi-
ence such a rich life in that length of time. I
am proud to claim her as a resident in my
home borough of Brooklyn.
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THE CHERNOBYL DISASTER

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, this week-
end Ukrainian-Americans across the country
will commemorate the ten year anniversary of
the disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear power
plant.

It is hard to believe that 10 years have
passed since the devastating news of the ex-
plosion at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant
in Ukraine. While the official death count re-
mains at 33, we all know that the number of
lives affected by this tragedy reaches well into
the thousands. Besides those who have died
because of the exposure, others have lost
their health, their economic well-being, their
environment, and their spiritual outlook on life.

We have been, however, successful in pro-
viding some of the most needed assistance to
those who have suffered. The work of so
many dedicated relief organizations has paved
the way for aid, medical care, and government
programs which have provided invaluable care
for the victims of the Chernobyl calamity. Un-
fortunately, it is not likely we have experienced
the full consequences of the disaster. Nor
have we provided all the resources needed to
help those living through this nightmare. As
we remember this event this weekend, we
must renew our pledge to continue our help in
the future.

I am proud to represent a large and ener-
getic Ukrainian community—an active and
spirited community which has dedicated itself
to helping the people of Ukraine. As we all
work together to support Ukraine’s flowering
democracy and strong economic growth, we
continue to hold a special place in our hearts
for those affected by the Chernobyl disaster.
We will remember Chernobyl.
f

REMEMBERING THE GENOCIDE OF
THE ARMENIANS

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN J. LaFALCE
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 1996

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, today is the day
we have set aside to commemorate a painful
time in world history—the 81st anniversary of
the deaths of more than 11⁄2 million Arme-
nians. While the magnitude of the loss and the
depth of the sorrow do not dim with time for
the descendants of those who died, I join my
colleagues in this observance today in the
hope that a day of remembrance can bring a
measure of healing.

This is what good and caring people do the
world over when a tragedy occurs—grieve,
console, reminisce. The first anniversary of the
Oklahoma City bombing was recently the oc-
casion of such a day of thought and remem-
brance. The shocking jolt that the bombing
last year wreaked on the security that Ameri-
cans have long enjoyed in this country will
never be forgotten and will join the all-too-long
list of events that, through their sheer awful-
ness, forever alter a country or a people. In-
deed, we are even now watching with empa-

thy the victims of the war in Bosnia, who, even
as they struggle to get their footing as they
emerge from their national nightmare, learn of
atrocities such as mass graves and, as incred-
ible as it may be that this could be happening
again, watch as individuals—so-called lead-
ers—are being turned over to the appropriate
authorities for serious war crimes.

As much as this day of remembrance brings
home the moral frailty and potential for cruelty,
however, it is, more important, also proof that
the majority of us firmly denounce the hateful
actions of a few. For us, there is no political
jargon, ancestral enmity, or religious fervor
that could ever justify the deeds perpetrated in
Armenia that we commemorate today, the
slaughter that we revisited last week in Okla-
homa, or any similar actions anyplace, any-
time.

As a member of the Congressional Caucus
on Armenian Issues, I affirm my strong sup-
port for a strong and vibrant relationship be-
tween Armenia and the United States. I will
work to do my part to ensure that the legacy
of future generations of Armenians is not
marked by persecution, but rather by personal
and national security, democracy, freedom,
and prosperity.
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THE FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMIN-
ISTRATION PERFORMANCE AND
PERSONNEL ENFORCEMENT ACT

HON. SUSAN MOLINARI
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Ms. MOLINARI. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing H.R.—, the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration Performance and Personnel Enforce-
ment Act. The bill will provide for institutional
reforms at the Federal Railroad Administration
and other improvements to the rail safety stat-
utes aimed at promoting a safer, more secure
rail safety network. I would like to emphasize
that the railroad system is essentially safe
today, thanks to the substantial gains in safety
that have been achieved since the late 1970s.
In 1978, the train accident rate was nearly 15
accidents per million trainmiles, or 3.9 times
what it was in 1995. Railroads are safe when
compared to other modes of transportation as
well. About 40,000 people are killed each year
on the Nation’s highways, compared to about
600 fatalities that are attributed to railroad op-
erations.

Yet rail travel is becoming increasingly com-
plex and we must ensure that our safety re-
quirements keep up with today’s operational
realities. Traffic on the mainlines continues to
grow and the increased use of freight, intercity
passenger and commuter traffic on the same
corridors poses new challenges for ensuring
safety. Unfortunately, after the 2 best years in
rail safety history, rail accidents appear to be
on the rise. In January and February alone rail
freight and passenger accidents resulted in 19
fatalities, 230 injuries, and $64 million in prop-
erty damage.

As chairman of the Subcommittee on Rail-
roads, I sponsored three hearings on the issue
of rail safety during the month of March.
These hearings focussed on the issues of
human factors and grade crossing safety,
equipment and technology in rail safety, and
advanced train control technology. This last

hearing was held jointly with the Technology
Subcommittee of the Science Committee.

One thing is clear from these hearings: the
Federal Railroad Administration needs to be
reformed. In three significant areas where
rulemakings are pending (power brake safety,
two-way end of train devices and track safety
standards), the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion has missed the statutory deadlines for
completing the rulemakings by as much as 2
years. In the wake of the Burlington Northern
Sante Fe accident at Cajon Pass, CA, the
Federal Railroad Administrator issued an
emergency order requiring use of the two-way
end of train device for operations in the area.
Sadly, the emergency order would not have
been needed had the FRA met its statutory
deadline for the rulemaking.

And in another area of concern, the Hours
of Service Act, the FRA and rail labor and
management have all been guilty of foot drag-
ging in establishing pilot projects that were
supposed to form the basis for changes to the
act during the next authorization cycle. A re-
port on the subject is due at the end of the
year, and to date not a single pilot project has
been implemented. This is unacceptable and I
believe that my bill, through a combination of
institutional reforms that will force FRA to be
more accountable in carrying out congres-
sional mandates, and improvements to the rail
safety statutes will help ensure safety on the
Nations’ railroads.

f

HONORING THE WESTMORELAND
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 25, 1996

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Westmoreland Volunteer Fire
Department. These brave, civic minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘There fireman must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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